[Historical reference: giant multinuclear cells in tubercular granuloma].
By studying the background materials, the authors have analyzed N. I. Pirogov's works on the pathological anatomy of tuberculosis. They show the fallacy of the widespread statement on N. I. Pirogov's priority in describing one of the characteristic cell elements of tuberculous granulation tissue, namely multinuclear giant cells referred in the Russian literature to as Pirogov-Langhans cells.